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11941年，米国が第二次世界大戦に参戦した頃，祖父カーリー・ミラー・スミスは外科医として
13年間海軍に所属し，妻と３人の子供（14，18，20歳）の家族がいる45歳の大佐であった。日本
軍がフィリピンに進攻した時，彼はフィリッピンで任務に就いていた。1942年５月６日，米軍が
コレヒドール島において降伏した時，彼はコレヒドール島地下の野戦病院で勤務していた。そして
それから終戦まで戦争捕虜として過ごすことになった。彼は1945年秋に米国に戻ってから米国政
府に体験を報告するために118ページの原稿を書いた。家族内での言い伝えによると，この原稿は
カリフォルニア州サンディエゴの自宅の食堂で，祖父が口述し，長女，すなわち私の叔母，がタイ
プしたとのことである。 
本稿は，その原稿のおおよそ最初の三分の一，すなわち祖父がフィリッピンに赴任した1940年
からコレヒドール島で捕虜となった1942年までを扱った。
彼は兵士ではなく医者であったので将兵とは異なっている視点で記述している。彼にとっては，
戦いは手術室で戦場で傷ついた負傷兵を治療する果てしない時間を意味した。彼にとっては，ガス
壊疽，マラリア，赤痢，栄養失調のような困難な病気に立ち向かうことを意味した。また，本稿で
は，当時の状況を扱った本と映画も紹介し，さらに，私が祖父の足跡をたどった2013年のフィリ
ピン訪問での感慨を付け加える。
In 1941, when the United States entered World War II, my grandfather, Dr. Carey Miller Smith, 
Capt. (MC) USN, was stationed in the Philippines. At that time, he was 45 years old, with a wife 
and three children (ages 14, 18, and 20), and he had been a surgeon in the US Navy Medical Corps 
for 13 years. He was on Corregidor when it fell on May 6, 1942, and he spent the remainder of the 
war as a POW. After his return to the United States in the autumn of 1945, he wrote a 118-page 
manuscript describing his experiences that was submitted to the US government. According to 
family lore, this manuscript was written around the dining room table at his home in San Diego, 
California, with my grandfather dictating things as he remembered them and his eldest daughter, 
my Aunt Cathryn, typing. 
This article covers approximately the first third of the manuscript; that is, the time from my 
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2grandfather’s arrival in the Philippines in 1940 to his capture on Corregidor in 1942. He was a 
medical man, not a soldier, so he describes the war from a different perspective: For him, the battle 
was treating an endless number of injuries during long hours in the operating room and dealing with 
the difficult health issues―gas gangrene, malaria, dysentery, and nutritional deficiencies―that were 
a prominent part of the campaign. In this article, I will also introduce a book and a film that are 
related to that time and place and reflect on my own trip to the Philippines in 2013. 
A Brief History of the Philippines
The Republic of the Philippines is a nation made up of 7,107 islands in the western Pacific Ocean, 
about 3,000 kilometers southwest of Japan. Its land area is slightly larger than the state of Arizona 
and slightly smaller than Italy. To the north across the water is Taiwan, to the west is Vietnam, to 
the south and southwest are Brunei, Malaysia and Indonesia. It is a nation made up of multiple 
ethnicities and cultures, as waves of people from other islands or the Asian continent settled there, 
bringing influences from Malay, Hindu, Islamic, and Chinese societies. This was then overlaid with 
the influence of its colonizers: the Spanish, who stayed for 333 years, followed by the Americans, 
the Japanese for an interval of three years during the war, and the Americans again for a short time 
before independence.
Archaeological evidence shows that people lived in caves on Palawan Island as far back as 
250,000 years ago. The city of Manila, the capital of the modern Republic of the Philippines, in pre-
colonial times was known as the Islamic Kingdom of Maynila and engaged in trade with merchants 
from various parts of Asia. According to Francia (2010),  
Islam predated the arrival of Christianity by at least a century and a half. Towards the end of 
the fourteenth century, Muslim missionaries from the by then mostly Islamicized Malaysia 
and Indonesia brought the word of the Messenger . . . a persuasive argument can be and has 
been made that the archipelago would have evolved towards an Islamic state or states, either 
as an independent nation, or part, say, of Indonesia or Malaysia, were it not for the Iberians. 
(pp. 45-46)
Beginning in the late fifteenth century, the Iberians―the Spanish and the Portuguese―were 
extremely active and extremely determined to realize their dreams of world conquest. In 1494, the 
Treaty of Tordesillas effectively divided the Atlantic Ocean between them, giving Spain the right to 
colonize the New World and the Portuguese the right to control Africa and Asia. It was Spain’s 
desire to circumvent this treaty in order to gain access to the Spice Islands (now known as the 
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Moluccas in Indonesia), the only world source of nutmeg and cloves at that time, that led the 
Spanish to seek a westbound route to Asia as an alternative to the eastbound one used by the 
Portuguese around Southern Africa’s Cape of Good Hope. In fact, this was the goal of Ferdinand 
Magellan, a Portuguese navigator in the employ of Spain and captain of the flagship of the first 
expedition to successfully circumnavigate the globe. In early March 1521, he visited the Marianas 
and Guam, and in mid-March of that year, he landed in the Philippines. In April 1521, Magellan was 
killed in a dispute with a datu (chief) in Cebu, but his visit marked the beginning of Spanish interest 
in the Philippines. 
Rivalry between the two countries intensified until finally Spain gave up its claim to the Spice 
Islands in the Treaty of Zaragosa in 1529, and the Pacific Ocean was divided between them. The 
Philippine Islands were not specifically named in this treaty, but being to the west of the line of 
demarcation, they were in Portuguese territory. The Spanish later decided to colonize them, 
however, under the justification that they had no spices, so could be of little interest to the 
Portuguese. In 1543, Ruy López de Villalobos, a Spanish explorer on an expedition to establish a 
foothold in the East Indies, made stops on the islands of Leyte and Samar and named them the 
Felipinas in honor of the crown prince, later King Philip II of Spain. Then, in 1565, Miguel López de 
Legazpi, a Spanish navigator, crossed the Pacific from New Spain (modern Mexico), founded the 
first successful Spanish settlement in the Philippines in Cebu, and started the trans-Pacific Manila-
to-Acapulco galleon trade. Six years later, in 1571, he established a settlement in Manila and 
proclaimed it the capital of the Spanish East Indies, which included the Philippines, the Marianas, 
and Guam. During his term as governor, he ordered the construction of the walled city of 
Intramuros, and he worked to convert the native population to Christianity. These efforts unified the 
diverse population and made the Philippines something unique in Asia―a nation in which the 
majority of the people are Christian.  
From the 16th to 19th centuries, during the years that the Philippines were a part of its 
empire, the Spanish fought off internal challenges from the Moros (Moors) in the southern island of 
Mindanao and external challenges from Chinese pirates and other European colonizers (the 
Portuguese, the Dutch, and the British). In the 19th century, ports in the Philippines were finally 
opened to world trade, and ideas of independence began to spread through Philippine society. When 
much-admired writer José Rizal was executed by the Spanish in 1896 on charges of rebellion, a true 
Filipino martyr was created, and there was no turning back from the people’s desire for 
independence and self-government. 
In May 1898, Commodore George Dewey’s defeat of the Spanish fleet at Manila Bay during 
the Spanish-American War was considered a great victory by the Americans. The war, which had 
started in Cuba in January of that year, ended with the signing of the Treaty of Paris in December. 
4At that time, control of the Philippines (along with Guam, Puerto Rico, Cuba, and parts of the West 
Indies) passed from the Spanish to the Americans for a price of $20 million. In June 1898, the 
government of the First Philippine Republic, with Emilio Aguinaldo as its president, declared its 
independence. The failure of the US government to recognize this republic then immediately led to 
the conflict known as the Philippine-American War, which lasted from 1899 until 1902, when the 
Philippines became an unincorporated territory of the United States. In 1935, Commonwealth status 
was granted to the Philippines with the promise of eventual independence. This plan was 
interrupted by the outbreak of World War II and the occupation of the Philippines by the Japanese 
for almost three years from 1942 until 1945. The government during this period was known as the 
Second Philippine Republic, with José Paciano Laurel as its president. Finally, in 1946, the 
independent Third Philippine Republic, with Manuel Roxas as its president, was founded. It was one 
of the first post-colonial Asian nations of the twentieth century. 
The Fortified Islands
Strategically located at the mouth of Manila Bay, Corregidor (also known as “The Rock”) was first 
fortified by the Spanish and given the role of protecting Manila from pirates and usurping colonial 
powers and for checking commercial shipping in and out of the harbor. There was also a community 
of native Filipinos who worked for the Spanish on the island. In 1902, after possession of the 
Philippines had passed to the United States, Corregidor was designated as an American military 
reservation, and a convalescence hospital for soldiers from the Philippine-American War was 
constructed. The Americans appreciated the beauty and the peaceful atmosphere of the island, but 
they also recognized its strategic value. Most importantly from the point of view of the planners at 
that time, any attack on the island was expected to come from the sea. As Hubbard and Davis (2006) 
explain: 
At the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth, the European 
powers constructed massive battleships that could be used both for mobile defense and 
aggressive, imperialistic ambitions. The United States, caught up in this imperial surge, 
joined the naval arms race. The best military minds of this era, before the invention of 
airplanes and air power, expected to rely on these powerful ships to protect and assault island 
possessions like the Philippines. (p. 44)
In 1908, a regular army post, named Fort Mills after Brigadier General Samuel M. Mills, was 
established on Corregidor, and in 1909, development and construction began in earnest. Between 
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1904 and 1910, the island was transformed into a fortress, with nine major batteries mounting 
twenty-five guns. By the time the Corps of Engineers left in 1912, Corregidor had become “a great 
military bastion,” and the US military had spent over $150 million on the fortifications at Fort Mills 
and Forts Hughes, Drum, and Frank on three smaller, neighboring islands. 
After the end of World War I in 1918, the US government concentrated on reducing military 
expenditures, and this, coupled with the signing of the Washington Naval Treaty of 1922, prevented 
any further improvements in the fortifications on the islands in Manila Bay. Construction on a tunnel 
under Malinta Mountain on Corregidor was begun that year, but the project lagged, and when it was 
taken up again a few years later, it was necessarily a low-budget operation. It was called a rock 
quarry, and its stated purpose was to supply material to surface the roads on the island. Much of the 
labor was supplied by civilian Filipino convicts from Bilibid Prison in Manila, and the cement used to 
line the tunnel was apparently purchased from Japan. When it was completed in 1932, the main 
tunnel was high enough and wide enough for a double-tracked streetcar to run down the middle. 
Over the years, laterals were built on either side of the main tunnel for the storage of ammunition 
and supplies. Two additional tunnel systems to the north and south of these laterals were later 
added to contain, respectively, the 1000-bed hospital where my grandfather was assigned to duty 
during the time from the fall of Bataan to the fall of Corregidor and the quartermaster siege reserve. 
By 1938, work on the tunnel system was finished. 
In 1940, the US government began to react to the military actions of the Axis powers in 
Europe and Asia by passing the Selective Service Act and allocating budgets for weapons and 
military construction. Fort Mills on Corregidor was among the places whose status was upgraded to 
“active” at this time.
The Battles of Bataan and Corregidor
The Philippine Islands were American territory, and they were relatively close to Japan, and 
because of these unlucky accidents of history and geography, the Philippines became a major 
battlefield at both the beginning and the end of World War II. In order to cripple the American 
military and discourage the Americans from joining the war in the Pacific, Pearl Harbor was 
attacked on December 8, 1941 (the date on the Asian side of the International Date Line), and 
shortly after that, on the same day, Clark Air Base and other places in the Philippines were bombed. 
Simultaneously, Japanese troops landed in the northern part of Luzon Island and rapidly moved 
south towards Manila. The US armed forces, which consisted of about 20,000 American troops and 
80,000 Filipinos at that time, were ordered to retreat to the Bataan Peninsula, and on December 24, 
1941, the decision was made to declare Manila an open city. This came into effect on December 26, 
6and it meant that all US military forces would abandon the city that they knew they were unable to 
defend, and all civilians would be left behind. 
On Bataan, the American and Filipino troops fought on until Major General Edward P. King 
surrendered on April 9, 1942. Shortly before the surrender, some of the US forces and other 
personnel on Bataan, including my grandfather, were ordered to move immediately to Fort Mills on 
the island of Corregidor, and there they made their last stand, until Lieutenant General Jonathan 
Wainwright surrendered on May 6, 1942. This episode, which is known as one of the worst defeats 
of the United States in World War II, included the infamous Bataan Death March, in which so many 
Filipino and American soldiers died of heat, exhaustion, hunger, disease, and abuse, but my 
grandfather was not a part of that. It had already been over for a couple of weeks when Corregidor 
fell, and he was captured. 
It is impossible to discuss World War II in the Philippines without mentioning the name of 
Douglas MacArthur, General of the Army and later Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers 
during the occupation in Japan. I had forgotten, or perhaps never knew, that he had extensive ties 
to the Philippines, beginning with his father, Arthur MacArthur, Jr., who fought in the Philippine-
American War and was Governor-General of the American-occupied Philippines in 1900-1901. After 
his graduation from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1903, Douglas MacArthur 
began his own military career in the Philippines as a member of the 3rd Engineer Battalion on a tour 
of duty of one year. In 1935, after his fifth tour of duty in the Far East, he was asked by Manuel 
Quezon, the president of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, to supervise the creation of a 
Philippine Army. Then, when the United States entered World War II in 1941, he was recalled to 
active duty in the US military by President Franklin Roosevelt and named commander of the US 
Army Forces in the Far East (USAFFE). 
On December 25, 1941, after the decision was made to declare Manila an open city, 
MacArthur and President Quezon moved their headquarters to the Malinta Tunnel on Corregidor. 
MacArthur remained there until March 12, 1942, when, under strict orders from President 
Roosevelt, he and his wife and son left Corregidor with a group of officers in four PT boats.1 
MacArthur made his famous speech―“The President of the United States ordered me to break 
through the Japanese lines . . . for the purpose, as I understand it, of organizing the American 
offensive against Japan, a primary object of which is the relief of the Philippines. I came through and 
I shall return.”―after his arrival in Australia. (Morris, p. 371) According to Manchester (1978), 
MacArthur’s detractors found the phrase “I shall return” to be “silly, pompous, and stupid,” and he 
1 Quezon, who suffered from tuberculosis, had earlier been evacuated, along with his family and staff, by 
submarine (the USS Swordfish) on February 20, 1942.
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was asked to change it, which he refused to do. The General’s defenders claimed, however, that “he 
was speaking, not to Americans, but to Filipinos, who had more faith in his pledge than his own 
countrymen did.” (Manchester, p. 312) He was giving them something to hold on to.
At this point in the war, in 1942, the situation certainly looked bleak for the Allies. In Asia, 
the Japanese military was strong, well organized, and winning everywhere it went. The US 
government, faced with fighting a war on two fronts, made the decision to give priority to the 
European theater, and because of this, the soldiers in the Philippines were judged to be 
“expendable.” This meant that they had to fight on with the weapons they had, some of which were 
left over from World War I, and that no ships, soldiers, or supplies could be sent to relieve them. 
On December 8, 1941, when the Japanese started to bomb the Philippines several hours after 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, their plan was to secure Luzon Island and the rest of the Philippines in a 
fifty-day campaign. The rapid advance of the Imperial Japanese 14th Area Army, under the command 
of General Masaharu Homma, caused the Americans to fall back, first to Bataan, then to Corregidor. 
On February 5, the Japanese began shelling the fortified islands in Manila Bay (Forts Mills, Hughes, 
Drum, and Frank) from Bataan. The artillery duel continued for two months, but after the fall of 
Bataan on April 9, the lack of new supplies and the damage to the guns began to take their toll on 
the Americans. On May 1, when Battery Geary, one of the most effective on Corregidor, was 
knocked out of action, it was the beginning of the end for the defenders. On May 5, General Homma 
began an assault on the island in two waves, and on the morning of May 6, when three Japanese 
tanks took up positions at the entrance to the Malinta Tunnel and prepared to open fire, General 
Wainwright, knowing that he was unable to counter this kind of attack and concerned about the 
devastation it would cause, decided to surrender. The best that can be said about this was that the 
schedule for the fifty-day plan had been somewhat delayed.  
My Grandfather’s Story
The manuscript begins with his assignment to the Philippines in 1940 and tells about his work in 
hospitals in Cavite, Manila, Bataan, and Corregidor. Following his capture, it describes his life as a 
POW in Bilibid Prison in Manila, his experience on the Japanese hell ships from the Philippines to 
Kyushu, his time as a POW at a camp in Manchuria, and finally his liberation at the end of the war 
and return to the US in 1945. The original version has no title and no chapters, so for ease of 
reading, subheadings and notes have been added. Information that my grandfather included on the 
fate of his colleagues at the beginning of the manuscript will be included in a later article.  
Assignment Philippines. August 20, 1940, I was on duty at Naval Training Station, San 
8Diego, California, having completed about two years and two months shore duty, when I received 
dispatch orders giving seven days’ time to board ship sailing from San Francisco on August 27, 1940, 
for duty on Asiatic Station. After much rush and excitement, affairs at home were arranged, myself and 
family drove to San Pedro, spent the day with old friends, and boarded the President Liner US Polk at 
Wilmington, California, about 10:00 PM August 27, departing port about 3:00 AM for San Francisco. 
W e left that port for Honolulu at 1:00 PM on September 1. Little did I realize then the many hardships 
that were to be endured before my return, more than five years later. Aboard the same ship were Dr. and 
Mrs. W ade and family and Dr. and Mrs. Bookout, also en route to Asiatic Station. . . .   
W e arrived in Honolulu Sunday, September 7 and spent the day with Dr. and Mrs. E. A. 
Anderson, who were on duty there and were living on Pearl Harbor Naval reservation. The ship left 
Honolulu at 10:00 PM September 7, bound for Kobe, Japan. On the journey from Honolulu to Kobe we 
encountered a typhoon, which I considered of moderate severity, but the family thought it was very 
intense. Time of arrival at Kobe was 7:00 AM, September 21. Enjoyed the day ashore in that city. Dick2 
made a tour with acquaintances, with whom he had made friends aboard ship, to a shrine at K yoto. The 
ship left Kobe at 11:00 PM the same day bound for Shanghai. During this journey, on September 23, I 
celebrated my birthday; I was greatly surprised to find a birthday cake on my table. September 24 at 1:00 
PM the ship entered the Yangzee River and anchored about 6:00 PM. One of the most striking sights on 
arrival was the many Chinese junks in the river, all attempting to collect garbage thrown overboard from 
the ship and begging for food and money. Cathryn made a liberty that night ashore with Dr. and Mrs. 
Bookout. September 25 the entire family spent the day ashore window shopping. Dr. W ade and family 
left the ship at Shanghai, as he had received orders for assignment with the Fourth Marines. The ship 
left Shanghai at 3:00 PM September 26 bound for Hong Kong, arriving there in the early morning of 
September 29. The entrance to Hong Kong harbor was beautiful. The family went shopping ashore. In 
Kowloon, at a mission home, they bought an assortment of ivory. While in this city we took a drive to a 
hotel at Repulse Bay. Monday, September 30 at 8:00 AM, we left Hong Kong for Manila, where we were 
to leave the ship. 
The US Polk arrived in harbor at Manila about 9:00 AM October 2, 1940. One of the first things 
to attract my attention was the radio towers at Cavite. I was met at Manila pier by Dr. R. S. Simpson 
and taken to Naval Hospital Reservation at Canacao in his car. A few days later I drove the family 
Ford3 from the port area to Cavite. . . .  
Upon my arrival at Canacao Hospital4, I was assigned to duty as Chief of Surgical Service, which 
2 My father, his youngest child
3 Their car was shipped to Manila with them, along with their clothing and household items. 
4 At Sangley Point, a part of Cavite Navy Yard
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duties I performed until late in 1941. Early in November 1941 Captain Davis relieved Captain Camerer 
as Hospital Commanding Officer. 
My family returned to the States on board the SS Monterey, leaving Manila November 7, 1940, 
via Australia, New Zealand, Fiji Islands, Samoa and Honolulu. While the family was in Manila we 
had a great deal of trouble finding living quarters. After a couple of weeks we were able to rent a house 
near the Hospital reservation. W e lived there until they departed for the States. After they left, I was 
quartered in bachelors’ quarters on the reservation, sharing quarters with Dr. George and Dr. Connell. I 
spent many hours while off duty driving over Luzon Island taking pictures, of which I had about 1400 ft. 
of 16 mm movies. Unfortunately, at the time of the surrender of the Philippine Islands, those films and 
my old camera fell into the hands of the Japanese. I returned the Ford home to the family via the USS 
Chaumont in July 1941. In October 1941, I purchased a moderate amount of rattan furniture, shipped it 
home, and in the last of the weekly airmail letters that I received from my family, written November 15, 
1941, I was informed that the furniture had arrived home. 
The outbreak of war. During the year 1941 there had been many rumors of unfriendly relations 
with the Japanese, and most people felt that a state of war might break out at any time. I personally 
could hardly make myself believe that the Japanese would start a war with the United States. Later 
events proved that I was entirely wrong. 
Monday morning, December 8, 1941, at 7:30 when I turned on the radio to listen to the morning 
news, while eating breakfast, I first learned of the Japanese aerial attack of Pearl Harbor. Then I 
realized that it would not be long until the Manila area would be bombed. During Monday and 
Tuesday, December 8 and 9, practically all the patients in the hospital were evacuated to Sternberg 
General Hospital in Manila5. At 11:30 AM on December 10 I made a trip from hospital reservation to 
Cavite Navy Yard. I left the yard about 45 minutes before it was bombed by Japanese planes. About 
12:30 December 10 I, with the patients and hospital personnel, was under the concrete steel hospital 
building, when two flights of two-motored Japanese bombing planes, the first flight of 27 and the second 
flight of 26, bombed and destroyed Cavite Navy Yard. It is estimated that about 600 to 800 were killed 
during the bombing, mostly Filipino yard workmen. More than 1,000 were injured. Within 20 minutes 
of the bombing, casualties began to arrive at Canacao Naval Hospital by various means of 
transportation, such as cars, taxis, truck, calesa pony6, etc. I spent the afternoon and until 8 in the 
evening in the operating room, working on bombing casualties. I would estimate that about 30 to 40 
major operations were performed by three operating teams, Doctors Hayes, Boone, Berley, Fraleigh, and 
myself. W e also treated probably 40 to 50 minor surgical cases in the operating room during the 
5 Near Intramuros and the Pasig River
6 A type of small carriage drawn by a pony; introduced by the Spanish in the 18th century
10
afternoon and evening. All other staff doctors were busy treating patients in other parts of the hospital. 
By late afternoon patients were being transferred, by small boat, from Cavite to Manila port area and 
taken to Sternberg General Hospital. During the night of December 10, I slept with a large part of the 
hospital staff under the main hospital building. 
About 9:00 AM on December 11, I received verbal orders from Capt. R. G. Davis, the medical 
officer in command of Canacao Naval Hospital, to report, with Dr. Fraleigh, Hospital Corpsmen Jones 
and Carey, and a Navy nurse, Miss Bernatitus, to Colonel Carroll, the officer in command of Manila 
Medical Center, Sternberg Hospital, to work as a surgical team. I made the trip from Cavite to Manila 
via private auto. The road out of Cavite was crowded with refugees leaving that area, taking many of 
their belongings by all types of transportation. I remained on duty at Sternberg General Hospital with 
this surgical team until December 18, when I and the rest of the team were sent to St. Scholastica’s 
College, a Catholic girls’ school in Manila, to assist in opening up that school as a hospital as a part of 
the Manila Medical Center. This unit was in command of Colonel Fields, (Dental Corps) US Army. 
The personnel were all army, with the exception of the above mentioned surgical team. It was at this 
hospital that I met Dr. W. H. W aterous, a Manila reserve army doctor. During the period, December 18 
to 24, at St. Scholastica’s, we worked very hard converting the institution, which had served as a school, 
into a working hospital unit. By December 22 we were receiving and treating bombing casualties, 
admitting about 150 patients in the institution within the next two days. 
Sent to the hospital at Limay, Bataan. Manila was declared an open city on the morning of 
December 247. All military personnel began evacuating the city. At 10:00 AM I, with other members of 
the surgical team, reported to Jai Ali building in Manila, which was also serving as a hospital unit, for 
transportation to Bataan. About noon December 24 the army hospital staff comprising 6 or 8 busloads 
left Manila for Bataan, arriving at Limay, Bataan, about 4 PM. During time of the journey from 
Manila to Bataan, waves of Japanese planes were flying over the route bombing and strafing military 
objectives and highways. On four or five occasions during this trip, the truck convoy stopped, unloaded, 
and personnel took to the ditches during plane attacks. 
Upon my arrival at Limay I met an individual who later proved to be a very good friend in the 
person of Colonel James W. Duckworth, the senior medical officer on Bataan and the commanding officer 
of US Army Hospital Number 1 throughout the Bataan campaign. V ery soon after our arrival in 
Bataan, we were assembled by Colonel Duckworth and given instructions to uncrate and set up a 
hospital unit of 1,000 beds. The materials for this hospital had been in storage in warehouses on 
Bataan. By December 26, all hospital material had been uncrated, a complete operating room 
7 The decision was made on December 24, but the official announcement was not made until December 26 
to give military personnel time to evacuate the city. 
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assembled, and hospital beds in barracks capable of caring for about 700 to 800 patients were set up and 
ready to receive casualties. December 27, our first battle casualties entered the hospital. A few days 
later, General Hospital Number 2 was established, 16 to 18 kilometers from Limay. The hospital at 
Limay was staffed by 25 to 30 Army doctors, 30 to 40 Army nurses, 10 to 12 Filipino nurses, and about 
100 Army medical corpsmen. The only Navy personnel on duty at this hospital were Dr. Fraleigh, Miss 
Bernatitus, Corpsmen Jones and Carey, and myself. Staff personnel had quarters in a bamboo swale8 
(sic) type of building, very comfortable for wartime conditions. By the end of December we had received 
quite a number of battle casualties. 
The operating room force was organized into 8 operating teams, each team consisting of an 
operating surgeon, assistant surgeon, instrument nurse and two hospital corpsmen. I served as chief of 
the surgical service of this hospital throughout the Bataan campaign. During the first weekend of 
January 4 and 5, we received a large number of battle casualties. It was at this time that the American 
and Filipino forces had fallen back on the Bataan peninsula, and the line was temporarily established 
along the San Fernando-Olongapo road. On Saturday morning, January 4, 1942, I began work at the 
operating table at 7:00 AM and worked all day Saturday, all night Saturday night, and until 3:00 PM 
on Sunday, before all battle casualties brought to the hospital during this period were treated. At times 
during this two-day period, all 8 operating tables were in use, 8 or 10 patients were in the operating 
room receiving intravenous saline, 8 or 10 were on stretchers awaiting their turn for the operating table, 
and outside the operating room, there were as many as 30 or 40 on stretchers waiting to get into the 
operating room. In addition to this, there were many minor casualties that were treated through the 
hospital receiving ward and admitted to hospital directly without going through the operating room. 
During the period from January 6 to 26, 1942, there was quite a heavy patient load of battle 
casualties treated at this hospital. Many times, there would be from 4 to 8 operating tables in service 
most of the day, and usually 1 to 4 tables operating during most of the night. As the patient space in the 
hospital became filled, those patients whose condition would permit were removed from Hospital Number 
1 to Hospital Number 2 for further convalescence. It was during this period that I began to realize the 
seriousness of gas gangrene infection9. W e had many battle casualties which did not reach the hospital 
until 36 to 48 hours after injury and many of them, by the time of arrival, had already begun to show 
signs and symptoms of gas gangrene infection. A separate operating room and staff was set aside to 
handle gas gangrene patients. A special effort was made to prevent contamination of the main operating 
room by gas organisms. 
8 Sawali – Tagalog word for woven mats made of split bamboo, often used for walls of huts in the 
Philippines
9 A deadly form of gangrene caused by soil-borne bacteria; often seen in combat injuries
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As the battle on Bataan progressed, the battle lines approached nearer and nearer to the hospital 
site, and late in January, the main line of defense was within 12 to 14 kilometers from the hospital site, 
easily within the range of artillery fire. The hospital area was plainly marked with red crosses, and it is 
my opinion that the Japanese knew definitely the location of the hospital and respected the area as a 
hospital. I base this statement on the fact that on numerous occasions, flights of Japanese bombing planes 
over Bataan flew over hospital area at a fairly low altitude, and groups of 2 or 3 reconnaissance planes 
made daily trips over the hospital at an altitude many times of not more than 1,000 feet. On one occasion 
of the flights over the hospital site, a detachment of Filipino infantry stationed across the road from the 
hospital, opened fire upon Japanese planes, with rifle and machine guns. The next day about noon 
Japanese planes very heavily bombed this area. 
During the period of hospital activity at Limay our food supply was fairly adequate, as during the 
interval from December 24, when Manila was declared an open city, until January 2, at which time 
Japanese military forces arrived in the city, many truckloads of food and supplies were moved from 
Manila to Bataan. Much of the credit for establishing, organizing and operating the hospital unit at 
Limay was due to the untiring effort of Dr. Fraleigh, (Dental Corps) USN, who was a member of my 
surgical team, and who had gone with the Army from Manila to Bataan. 
Description of the hospital at Limay. It might be well at this time to give a brief description of 
the hospital site established at Limay. This hospital was established in the compound of what had been 
a Filipino Army training camp, situated near the little barrio of Limay on the east coast of the Bataan 
peninsula about 160 kilometers from the city of Manila. The camp was between the main highway along 
the east side of Bataan peninsula and the ocean. It covered an area of about four city blocks square, and 
was constructed around a central patio grove of large oak trees. The 12 main camp barracks, 6 on the 
east or ocean side and 6 on the west or side next to the highway, were used for hospital wards. Each ward 
was of swale (sic) type construction, elevated about 3 feet off the ground and had a rough lumber floor 
and corrugated sheet-iron roofing. Behind each row of hospital wards were three latrines. The wards 
were about 16 by 70 feet and were spaced about 15 feet apart. 
At the south end of the patio were 3 buildings, two about 16 by 70 feet each and one between these 
about 30 by 40 feet. These three buildings were used for nurses’ quarters and nurses’ and officers’ mess 
hall. On the west side of the compound between the hospital wards and the road there were three 
buildings similar in size to those on the south end of the compound, which were used as the main galley 
and mess hall for enlisted and patient personnel. In this space also there were 3 smaller buildings that 
were used respectively as storeroom, camp office headquarters, and receiving ward. At the north end of 
the compound there were 4 warehouses, 40 by 60 feet, and one building 20 by 60 feet with a T extension 
to the rear 20 by 20 feet. This building had been used for a camp Post Exchange. It was in this building 
that the hospital operating room was established. The camp had sufficient running water, electric lights, 
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and modern sanitary facilities. (see following diagram)10 
Establishment of a hospital at Bilibid prison. When I left St. Scholastica’s College on December 
24, that institution was taken over by the staff of Canacao Naval Hospital, which in the interval between 
December 10 and 24 had occupied the compound known as Philippine Union College, a Seventh-Day 
Adventist Mission Church compound located at Balintawalk, a section of the city of Manila. The 
Canacao medical unit was taken prisoner by the Japanese on January 2, 1942. This unit functioned as a 
hospital at St. Scholastica’s until early in April 1942, when they were moved to Pasay Elementary 
School. They served as the medical unit of the prison camp at this site until May 27, 1942, when the 
hospital corpsmen and Canacao staff doctors were moved to Bilibid Prison, where they established a 
hospital to care for prisoners. The Navy nurses were taken to Santo Tomas11, a civilian internee camp in 
the city of Manila, when the Canacao hospital unit was moved from St. Scholastica’s to Pasay. 
Hospital at Limay moved to Little Baguio. January 26, 1942, the main line of defense was 
forced back to Orani, which was only 10 or 12 kilometers from Limay. The hospital thus being too near 
the front line was moved to a new site, the previous location of an engineering camp, and a place on 
Bataan about half way between Cabcaben and Mariveles, known as Little Baguio. This location was 
three fourths of a mile from the ocean, overlooking the island of Corregidor, a distance of about three 
miles across the channel from the Bataan peninsula. The new hospital site was on a hill about 500 feet 
above sea level, situated in a shrub-pine-wooded area. In very close proximity to the hospital was the 
Philippine Ordnance Ammunition storage depot and surrounding it on three sides were numerous anti-
aircraft gun emplacements.  
Description of the hospital at Little Baguio. The main highway down the east side of the 
Bataan peninsula passed within a short distance of the hospital. The buildings were of rough lumber 
construction, most of the side spaces being filled in with the typical Filipino sea-shell type window. The 
main operating room was 40 by 40 feet, officers’ living quarters 30 by 30 feet, nurses’ living quarters 30 
by 40 feet, a small business office 12 by 14 feet, 3 areas 50 to 60 feet in length and 30 feet in width 
covered by sheet metal roofing, which had been temporary storage sheds for engineering material. These 
areas were used for hospital wards. To the rear of the camp office there was erected a small operating 
room about 12 by 12 feet, in which gas gangrene infected cases were treated. The hospital galley was a 
shed 30 by 40 feet. (see following diagram)12
Treatment of Japanese prisoner patients. This hospital was expanded later in the Bataan 
campaign to care for as many as 3,000 patients. Additional temporary patient space was constructed of 
10 Diagrams found with the manuscript have not been included in this article.
11 On the campus of the University of Santo Tomas in Sampaloc
12 Diagrams found with the manuscript have not been included in this article.
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bamboo, and the bed capacity was increased by making double- and triple-deck beds, thus using to better 
advantage the limited roof covering. W e later built an additional hospital ward for the treatment of 
Japanese prisoner patients. At the time of the fall of Bataan, Hospital Number 1 at Little Baguio had in 
its custody, under treatment, 36 Japanese prisoner patients13. These patients were kept under guard and 
were given treatment and food comparable to that received by American and Filipino patients. I have 
operated on 12 to 15 Japanese prisoner patients, performing mostly amputations, as by the time these 
patients arrived at the hospital, in many instances, other types of surgery were not possible. The majority 
of these patients seemed to be very appreciative of the medical and surgical care that was given them. 
They were very courteous and obedient. They had stated at different times during the Bataan campaign 
that the Japanese air forces would not bomb the hospital. Late in March 1942, when the hospital was 
bombed, the prisoners made a request that they be moved to another site, stating that they felt the reason 
the hospital had been bombed was that the Japanese forces had learned that the prisoners were quartered 
at the hospital. Some of the Japanese prisoners asked on different occasions about their chances of 
remaining in the Philippine Islands or of going to the United States after the war was over. They stated 
that after they had been taken prisoner, they would not be permitted to return to their country, or if they 
did return to their homeland, they would have to serve a prison sentence for having permitted themselves 
to be taken prisoner. 
On the night before Bataan fell, two of the Japanese prisoners escaped, and after the fall of 
Bataan, when the Japanese military forces had learned that they had escaped, they were very angry and 
stated that the escaped prisoners must be captured and killed, as after they had been taken prisoner, they 
were morally obligated not to escape. I do not know, nor have I been able to determine, as to whether 
these two prisoners were recaptured. The only death that I have seen as a doctor that I believe was caused 
by a blood transfusion was one of the Japanese prisoner patients who was given a transfusion of Filipino 
blood. The regular procedure of typing and cross matching, before the transfusion was made, was carried 
out in this case, but after receiving about 200 cc of this blood, the patient began gasping for breath and 
died within a few minutes. 
Filipino soldiers and patients. The Filipino patients seemed to have a great deal of difficulty in 
understanding the attitude of the Americans in regard to the treatment of the Japanese prisoners. Upon 
one occasion when there were a number of Filipino stretcher patients arriving at the hospital at the same 
time that 1 or 2 Japanese stretcher prisoner patients arrived, it became necessary to keep a very close 
guard over the Filipino patients in order to prevent them from killing the Japanese patients. 
During the campaign I heard nothing but praise for the good soldiery work performed by the 
13 It was impossible to determine officers from men among these prisoners because they had purposely 
removed all evidence of rank. 
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Philippine Scouts. The Filipino army personnel had had much less training and did not measure up to 
the caliber of the Scouts. I have seen many wounded Filipinos who were very anxious to get their wounds 
treated in order that they might return to the front to continue fighting the Japanese. I have treated 
Filipinos that were wounded by hand-to-hand fighting with the Japanese, mostly bayonet cuts. On at 
least a half dozen occasions, I have heard statements made by wounded Filipinos, while on the operating 
table, whom I knew had no chance of recovery, to the effect that they were sorry that they had “only one 
life to give for their country.” I have also treated other Filipinos for wounds when in my own mind I 
knew they were self-inflicted in order that they might be relieved from front-line fighting. In general, I 
believe that the Filipino soldier, when one considers his training and background, did a very good job in 
fighting the war on Bataan. 
The hospital at Little Baguio. When it was decided to move the hospital from Limay to Little 
Baguio, a distance of 30 to 40 kilometers, all of the patients were transferred to Army Hospital Number 
2. The staff and equipment of Hospital Number 1 were moved by trucks and established in an operating 
condition within one-day’s time. I have previously stated that it was my opinion that the Japanese 
respected the site of the hospital at Limay and to justify that statement I might mention that on the day 
that the hospital was moved from there, the Red Cross markings on the buildings and in the hospital 
compound were obliterated. About mid-forenoon the next day, the Japanese bombed the old hospital site 
and turned artillery fire on it, completely destroying all the buildings and installations. 
V ery soon after the hospital was in functioning order at Little Baguio, we began to receive a 
steady flow of battle casualties. From then until the closing days of the Bataan campaign, we worked at 
a fairly steady gait, usually having 4 to 6 operating tables working throughout the day and 1 or 2 during 
most of the night. W e continued to receive a large number of battle casualties that showed manifestations 
of gas gangrene infection. In fact, about 12% of all surgical patients showed laboratory evidence and 
about 3% showed definite clinical evidence of gas infection. My early experience in surgical treatment of 
this condition soon taught me that it does not pay to be too conservative, as I believe that a man is much 
better off with the loss of a leg or arm than with the loss of his life. I have seen cases in which palliative 
treatment, such as wide incisions to give drainage of fascial planes, have had unfavorable results, 
causing the loss of human life. It is true that in some instances incision is beneficial, especially in lower 
extremities involvement. 
Among the battle casualties were a great number of orthopedic cases. At Little Baguio hospital, 
there was at this time no doctor who had had very much experience in treating orthopedic cases. On 
Corregidor, Dr. Edwin R. Nelson, Lt. (MC) USN, a very highly trained and capable orthopedic 
specialist, was performing routine dispensary duties. I wrote an official letter to the commandant of the 
Sixteenth Naval District, stating the urgency for his services on Bataan and requesting his transfer to 
Army hospital, Little Baguio. Within a day or so, the commandant Sixteenth Naval District ordered Dr. 
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Nelson to duty on Bataan. 
From Little Baguio hospital, we could see a nearly daily bombing of Corregidor and the fortified 
islands. I have heard a great deal regarding anti-aircraft and the number of planes that were supposedly 
shot down, but I have seen many, many planes bomb Corregidor and tremendous amounts of anti-
aircraft fire, and only upon one occasion have I ever seen a plane destroyed by anti-aircraft fire. However, 
anti-aircraft certainly served a good purpose in keeping the planes at a great altitude, thus decreasing 
their bombing efficiency. 
As the Bataan campaign progressed, we began to receive more and more cases of malaria. During 
my medical experience in the naval service on board ship and within the continental United States, I 
have seen very little malaria, but during this campaign, I was very much impressed with the seriousness 
of this disease entity. It was very disabling and the cerebral type caused quite a number of deaths. 
Dysentery became quite a problem, and it also took its toll. Our supply of emetine14 and carabasome15 
was very limited. Sanitary conditions were not ideal; thus, it was quite a problem to control the 
dysentery. Many of the patients that came to the hospital after long periods of service on the front line 
were showing definite signs of insufficient and improper amounts of food. A few cases of beri-beri and 
other deficiency diseases were noted at an early stage in the war. 
The hospital, being located very close to military objectives, was frequently under air raid 
warning, and on many occasions, the military objectives nearby were severely bombed. On March 30, 
1942, at about 10:00 AM, a flight of Japanese bomber planes dropped bombs in the area of the hospital, 
one 500-pound bomb landing in one of the hospital wards, killing 46 of the patients, injuring about 200 
others, and partially destroying 2 or 3 hospital wards. There seems to have been quite a controversy as to 
whether this bombing was accidental or intentional. I believe that the bombing was accidental and that 
the main bombing objective was a great number of troops in the hospital area and in the road about a 50-
foot distance from the hospital. During this time, there were probably 3,000 to 5,000 troops in the 
immediate vicinity of the hospital. After the bombing, which partially wrecked the operating room, we 
worked on many casualties which came in and transferred many of the wounded and convalescent 
patients to Hospital Number 2. After a day or so of work cleaning up and repairing the damage, we were 
again receiving and treating battle casualties. Four or five days later, another bomb landed in the area 
of the officers’ quarters, damaging the quarters and injuring a few patient-personnel who were 
temporarily sleeping in that area. 
One week before the fall of Bataan, I made a day’s journey in a jeep with General W eaver, who 
was in command of the tanks, on an inspection tour of the tank defenses on the Bataan peninsula. His 
14 Medicine used for the treatment of amoebic infection or to induce vomiting
15 Medicine for the treatment of diarrhea 
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tank battalions were dispersed on the west coast from Mariveles to Bagac, and on the east coast from 
Orani to Cabcaben. During this trip, I was able to see a great deal of the defense line establishment on 
the Bataan peninsula. I was impressed by the large number of artillery gun emplacements and especially 
by the excellent work that had been done by the engineering corps in building a road across the entire 
Bataan peninsula from Bagac to Orani. This road was constructed over very rough terrain and through 
tropical jungle area. It certainly was a credit to the engineering corps. While crossing over this new sky-
line highway, an artillery duel was being carried on between American and Japanese forces. Artillery 
shells from both sides passed over our heads and burst in close proximity to the road on which we were 
travelling. 
Morale at the end of the Bataan campaign. The morale of the fighting troops and of the hospital 
staff during the entire Bataan campaign was high. There were many rumors and much speculation 
regarding help, but most of the thinking people felt that it was an impossibility for the United States to 
send reinforcements to the Philippines. W e knew it was only a matter of time until our small military 
force of about 25,00016 would be forced to surrender. Nevertheless, I believe that most of the fighting men 
felt as though they were part of a sacrifice force, whose principal duty was to hold up the greatest number 
of the Japanese military force for the longest possible time. No doubt, if that were their function, they 
carried it out to the best of their ability, as it has been estimated that the Japanese used as many as 
200,00017 troops in conquering Bataan. 
Ordered to Corregidor. Mid-afternoon of April 6, word came to the hospital that the Japanese 
had broken the main line of defense and were rapidly advancing and would soon reach the hospital site. 
Later in the evening, message was received from Corregidor to send all American nurses and all of the 
doctors and corpsmen that could be spared to Corregidor. The American and Filipino nurses, about 40 
in number, left Hospital Number 1 for Mariveles at 6:30 PM, escorted by Dr. Nelson. No doctors or 
corpsmen were sent to Corregidor at that time. Hospital commanding officer, Colonel Duckworth, called 
a conference of the senior staff members to discuss the situation. He stated that he did not believe that it 
was his responsibility to say which members of the staff should go and which ones should remain on 
Bataan. His feelings were that to make such a decision would disrupt the morale of the hospital 
organization. This was concurred on by the other members of the conference. About 9:00 PM, a message 
was sent to Corregidor from the hospital stating that no doctors would be sent to Corregidor unless 
16 This refers to the number of American soldiers, but estimates vary. According to Willmott, Messenger, 
and Cross (2004), there were about 12,000 Americans on Bataan; Toland (1970) lists 15,000. The great 
majority of the troops (over 60,000) were Filipinos, and the total number of men captured at the fall of 
Bataan was 70,000 – 75,000. 
17 In the manuscript he wrote in Yokohama Prison after the war, General Homma said that he had a 
fighting strength of 50,000 men on Bataan. 
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specifically ordered by name. All members of the staff were very apprehensive, as there was a great 
uncertainty as to just what would happen when the Japanese military forces arrived at the hospital, but 
fortunately, that evening at dark, the main body of the Japanese army had reached Cabcaben, a distance 
of about 15 kilometers from the hospital, and had stopped for the night. 
At 11:00 PM, a message was received from General King, the senior general on Bataan, ordering 
Colonel Adamo, Captain Black of the Public Health Service, and myself to proceed to Mariveles for boat 
transportation to Corregidor. The first I knew of this order was when Colonel Duckworth told me that 
within 5 minutes there would be a car in front of the operating room for my transportation. He did not 
state where I was to go. I was instructed to pack what personal belongings I desired to take with me. 
V ery soon, the car arrived and after we three doctors were in the car, the order was given to the driver to 
proceed to Mariveles, and we were told that from there we were to go to Corregidor. The distance from 
Little Baguio to Mariveles was 12 to 15 kilometers. The road between the two points was terribly 
congested with traffic, trucks, cars, tanks, guns, etc., moving in both directions, mostly toward 
Mariveles. The journey was slow, it taking from 11:00 PM to 2:30 AM to make the distance of 15 
kilometers. The last kilometer or two had to be made on foot. 
The fall of Bataan was inevitable, and during the night of April 6, various demolition tasks were 
carried out. Many gasoline storage tanks were ignited, much military installation was destroyed by 
dynamite, and the large storage depot, Philippine Island ammunition dump, was destroyed, this 
destruction being very noisy and presenting a display of fireworks that might be seen in the accumulated 
massing of dozens of Fourth of July celebrations. The tunnel spaces at Mariveles harbor area were 
destroyed by dynamite. While this destruction was in progress, there was an earthquake of moderate 
intensity. 
I arrived on the docks at the quarantine station, Mariveles, at about 2:30 AM and waited there 
until 4:30 AM for boat transportation to Corregidor. I was transported on this trip on the USS 
Trabahador, a Navy tug. This ship was damaged by bombing, ran aground, and was abandoned in a 
sinking condition two days later. While on docks at quarantine station, there were 3 or 4 inter-island 
boats loading military personnel and equipment to be taken to Corregidor before morning. Our journey to 
Corregidor took 3 hours. There was so much smoke over the area that we appeared to be travelling in a 
dense fog. I arrived at Corregidor, south dock area at 7:30 AM and walked a distance of 3 city blocks to 
the main tunnel entrance. I will never understand why the Japanese failed to subject the channel area 
between Mariveles and Corregidor to bombing on the early morning of April 7, as there were numerous 
small boats of various types evacuating personnel and materiel over this route. 
The fate of patients and staff at Hospital Number 1 on Bataan. After the fall of the 
Philippines, as a prisoner in Bilibid, I came in contact with Colonel Duckworth, commanding officer of 
Hospital Number 1 during the Bataan campaign, and from him I learned the fate of the patients and 
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staff personnel that remained on Bataan when I was sent to Corregidor. The advance Japanese military 
forces, led by Japanese tanks, arrived on the road in front of the hospital at Little Baguio at 10:00 AM 
on the morning of April 9. They were met at the hospital entrance by Colonel Duckworth, his adjutant, 
Captain Lemire, my old friend Dr. Fraleigh, and a Japanese-Filipino mestizo interpreter. The leading 
tank, carrying the Japanese general and an American army major, approached the hospital firing 
machine guns in the underbrush at both sides of the road. When they observed the small group of above 
mentioned hospital staff personnel and noted the Red Cross signs marking that area as a hospital, they 
ceased firing and through the Japanese interpreter, the general was informed regarding hospital 
installations. He posted Japanese sentries at the hospital entrance and in a half dozen positions 
surrounding the hospital and left orders that no Japanese military personnel be allowed to enter this 
area. The General and his tank formation then proceeded toward Mariveles. That evening the General 
returned to the hospital and used that as his headquarters for operations on Bataan for the next few 
days. One of the greatest concerns was the Japanese prisoner patients that were at the hospital. They were 
assembled and given a lecture in Japanese; the general opinion is that they were given a severe reprimand 
by the General, after which they were moved from the hospital site, and their further disposition was 
unknown. 
During the interval from the fall of Bataan on April 8, 1942, until the fall of Corregidor on May 
6, 1942, General Hospital Number 1 was permitted to operate as a hospital on Bataan under Japanese 
guards, and it was not molested by Japanese military personnel. Sometime in June, this medical unit 
was moved from Bataan to Camp O’Donnell18, where it functioned as a hospital for Filipino prisoners 
until it was disbanded and its personnel transferred to the Cabanatuan prison camp in 1942. 
About the island of Corregidor. Upon my arrival at Corregidor I was assigned by regimental 
surgeon, Fourth Marines, as a member of the surgical staff of that unit and was detailed to duty in the 
hospital lateral with a unit that had been at Fort Mills General Hospital. At that time, this hospital 
had a census of 500 to 600 patients and staff personnel of about 20 doctors, 90 to 100 nurses, and 100 
army medical corps enlisted men. All personnel quartered within the tunnel space on the island of 
Corregidor. The tunnels were constructed of reinforced concrete, had electrical lighting facilities, and 
were equipped with steel beds. The hospital unit had its own cooking facilities, moderately large medical 
storeroom space, and a modern well-equipped operating room tunnel with space provided for 10 operating 
room tables. (see following diagram)19
The island of Corregidor is situated about 3 miles across the water from the Bataan peninsula on 
one side and about 5 or 6 miles from the Cavite shore on the opposite side. Corregidor is an elongated 
18 At the end point of the Death March in Tarlac
19 No diagram of the hospital in the Malinta Tunnel was found with the manuscript.
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island about 3 miles in length, irregular in outline, varying from a few hundred feet to about a half mile 
in width. Its surface is irregular, having roughly three areas of different elevations, known as Topside, 
Middleside, and Bottomside. Its proximity to the shore from 2 sides made it such that a great deal of 
Japanese artillery could be concentrated against the island. 
The main beach defenses of Corregidor were entrusted to the Fourth Marines, consisting of about 
1,200 men and officers. This organization had been on duty in Shanghai for a number of years and was 
moved to the Philippines, arriving on Bataan just a few days before the outbreak of war. They remained 
on Bataan until December 29, 1941, at which time they were moved to Corregidor. Corregidor was fairly 
well equipped and defended with large caliber guns, most of which were installed for defense from sea 
and not from land. It also contained a small air field and a few anti-aircraft guns. During the period 
from outbreak of war until the fall of Bataan, Corregidor had been attacked many times by bombing 
planes. Early in the campaign, there were quite a number of planes in each bombing formation, but later 
the Japanese seemed to attack this area with small groups of from 3 to 9 planes. 
April 29, 1942, Corregidor received its severest shelling. Great emplacements of cement and steel 
were pulverized. There were 48 75-mm field guns before the shelling, and when it was over, only two 
remained. That day was Hirohito’s birthday─maybe that was the reason. From 7 AM until noon of that 
day, a 240-mm shell fell on Corregidor at the rate of one every five seconds. That’s 12 a minute, 720 
every hour, and 3,600 for the five hours. Each shell weighed 500 pounds. That’s 1,800,000 pounds of 
steel that fell on Corregidor that morning. It would take a column of trucks more than 16 miles in length 
to haul it. This attack resulted in quite extensive damage and many casualties, but not as many as the 
Japanese had anticipated, for when they landed on Corregidor they were surprised at the relatively small 
amount of damage to property and life done by their severe bombing. 
The fall of Corregidor. During the period from the beginning of the war to the fall of Bataan, a 
great deal of work had been done in constructing beach defenses and tunnel areas, so that by the time of 
the fall of Bataan, Corregidor defenders were fairly well dug in. A few days after Bataan fell, the 
Japanese massed artillery on this peninsula, only a very short way across the channel from Corregidor, 
and soon began to lay down heavy artillery barrages from both the Bataan and Cavite shores, in addition 
to heavy bombing by air. There was hardly a time, during the last month before the fall of Corregidor 
that one could not hear artillery fire or bomb explosions. During the 10 days or 2 weeks before the 
Japanese attempted a landing on Corregidor, they laid down intense artillery fire day and night. The 
surprising thing to me was the small number of casualties, when one considers the amount of shell fire 
directed at this island. I do not know the number killed at the gun sites, but I believe that during the 
last month of the defense of Corregidor, the hospital unit received an average of 20 to 30 battle casualties 
daily, of which 4 to 6 would usually be very severe, probably resulting in 3 to 5 deaths daily. 
Undoubtedly the efforts spent in constructing the beach defenses and digging tunnel shelters paid good 
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dividends in the saving of human lives during the intense artillery fire directed at Corregidor. 
The only contact with the outside world from Corregidor was an occasional submarine or Navy 
patrol plane, which would sneak into the island area at night, unload essential supplies, and reload 
with mail and personnel to be returned to the States. During the entire Philippine campaign, there were 
probably about a dozen submarine and a half dozen airplane visits to Corregidor. 
Food during the latter days of the campaign became a little scarce. W e were served 2 meals daily, 
one consisting of cracked wheat and the other of canned goods. The tunnel areas on Corregidor were very 
crowded with various types of military equipment, food and personnel, in addition to the hospital unit. 
The large number of personnel that had evacuated from Bataan was assigned to tunnel areas. One 
section of the tunnel system housed naval personnel who had charge of the in-shore defenses around 
Corregidor. The morale of the personnel maintained at a high level throughout the campaign. It seemed 
to be the general opinion of most everybody that it was only a matter of time until the Japanese would 
mass enough military force to subjugate the island. During the day all personnel assigned to the hospital 
remained inside tunnels. After nightfall, many of them wandered a short way outside the entrance of the 
tunnel for a little fresh air and a smoke. Later, this procedure proved hazardous and on one occasion 
resulted in quite a few casualties when a Japanese artillery shell landed near the entrance of the tunnel. 
Medical corps personnel, both army and navy, worked long hours and under very trying conditions 
caring for the battle casualties. 
I have a great deal of praise to offer for the services rendered by the Filipino nurses both on 
Bataan and Corregidor. These nurses were very capable, very well trained, and untiring in their efforts 
in caring for the sick and wounded. 
Due to heavy artillery shelling on the beaches, the defenders of Corregidor were becoming a little 
weary, and in the final stages of the campaign, there was a noticeable change in morale. May 4 and 5, 
1942, Corregidor was subjected to very intense military fire, both day and night. There were indications 
that the island was being softened for a landing. This landing attempt was made in the late evening of 
May 5, and by about 2:00 AM on May 6, a number of landing barges were approaching and had gained 
a small beachhead on the island. Fighting was rather intense for the next few hours. Troops from 
different positions on the island were sent as reinforcements to the landing site and by about 9:00 AM 
most of the Japanese soldiers who had landed were either killed or isolated in a small section of the 
island. It was estimated that the Japanese lost between 4,000 and 5,000 soldiers in making this landing. 
The situation seemed to be fairly well under control. However, at 10:00 AM May 6, 1942, the V oice of 
Freedom, Corregidor’s radio station, began broadcasting an open message to the senior Japanese military 
general, (Masaharu) Homma, in Manila City. I shall never forget the broadcast, stating, “This is 
Corregidor calling General Homma or the senior Japanese general in Manila asking for terms of 
surrender.” This message was repeated constantly for nearly an hour. By 11:00 AM, terms of surrender 
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had been offered, a flag of surrender raised, and a surrender party was dispatched to Bataan shore at 
Cabcaben. After some discussion, which seemed to involve the surrender of troops in the Southern 
Islands, over which the American general in command of Corregidor claimed he had no jurisdiction, the 
conference temporarily broke up, and there was some question of hostilities being resumed. But an 
agreement was finally reached, and the fortified islands, their personnel and equipment were surrendered 
to the Japanese. Throughout the day in different sections of the islands there were scattered skirmishes, 
as some of the units either had not received surrender orders or for some reason continued to fight after 
the islands had been surrendered. By nightfall all fighting had ceased, and a large number of Japanese 
troops landed on the islands that made up the defense of Manila Harbor. 
After the fall of Corregidor. The Japanese placed a guard at both tunnel entrances to the 
hospital section and permitted the hospital to function, treating its patients. There were many sightseeing 
parties of Japanese soldiers, officers, and newspaper representatives conducted through the hospital in the 
next few days. This, however, interfered very little with the routine care of the patients. During the final 
landing attack against Corregidor, there was an increasing number of battle casualties, and the hospital 
tunnel area became very crowded and remained so for the next few weeks. 
The main body of Corregidor prisoners was kept in the 92nd Street garage area for about 3 weeks 
after the fall of Corregidor, at which time they were moved to military camps at Bilibid and Cabanatuan 
on the island of Luzon. Conditions at the 92nd Street garage were very bad. There was practically no 
provision for sanitation, very little water supply, very little food, and prisoners were terribly congested, 
being crowded into a very small space. This area, about 3 acres in size, contained 10,000 to 12,000 
prisoners. 
Move from Corregidor to Bilibid prison on July 1, 1942. After the fall of Corregidor, the 
hospital staff personnel were permitted to spend a part of the time outside the tunnels in close proximity 
to the tunnel entrances. Many people took advantage of this opportunity for daylight, sunshine, and fresh 
air, as living conditions in the tunnel spaces were not at all pleasant, being quite dreary, damp and 
musty. From the time of the fall of Corregidor until June 26, the hospital functioned as a hospital in the 
tunnel area that it had occupied during the war. On June 26, the hospital patients, staff and materiel 
were moved to a section of Corregidor known as Topside, at the old site of what had been the Fort Mills 
Army hospital before the war. This structure was on a rather high section of the island overlooking the 
Bataan peninsula. It had been heavily shelled during the campaign and was very badly wrecked by 
bombs and shell fragments. However, the main part of the concrete steel structure of the hospital was 
still standing, and we were able to improvise places for the care of personnel who were still hospital 
patients. The hospital functioned at this site until July 1, when at 10:00 AM orders were given by the 
Japanese to begin to load its patients and equipment on board ship at 2:00 PM, and by 4:00 PM 
everything was supposed to be on board ship. Loading procedures were actually completed about 6:00 
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PM. All equipment and personnel with the exception of the hospital commanding officer and about 100 
nurses slept aboard the prison ship on the night of July 1. On the morning of July 2, nurses were loaded 
aboard ship, and about 9:00 AM, we got underway for port area in Manila city, arriving there about 
2:00 PM. All personnel who were able to walk were marched through the city of Manila, a distance of 
about 3 miles to Bilibid prison camp. Patients who were unable to walk and all hospital equipment were 
moved from the port area to Bilibid by Japanese military trucks. (pp. 1-38)
Addendum to the Manuscript
In the box with my grandfather’s manuscript, there was an eight-page official report (author 
unknown) about his actions from the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 8, 1941 (Philippine time) 
until June 8, 1942, a month after the fall of Corregidor. It outlines basically the same story as he 
told, but it adds the following information, which he did not include in his manuscript: 
On 2 April Doctor Smith developed amoebic dysentery and from that time has been under 
constant treatment with alternating periods of improvement and regression. Except for 3 
days in April until after the surrender he has remained on duty in spite of his illness. 
Following the surrender he was admitted at the station Hospital at Fort Mills, Corregidor 
(Malinta Tunnel) and remains in that status on this date, 8 June 1942. (pp. 7-8)      
Ann Bernatitus, Navy Nurse
A few years ago, while browsing through the shelves in the English-language section of a large 
bookstore in Shinjuku, I came across Eyewitness Pacific Theater ― Firsthand Accounts of the W ar in 
the Pacific from Pearl Harbor to the Atomic Bombs (Kuehn and Giangrego, 2008). Since I am always 
interested in stories related to the war, I flipped it open at random and was surprised to see the 
name of Ann Bernatitus, the operating room nurse mentioned by my grandfather in his manuscript, 
and a photograph of her as a young woman in uniform. The book contains oral histories taken from 
the databases of the various armed forces, and in the long section devoted to Ann Bernatitus and the 
campaign in the Philippines, I was able to see another side of my grandfather and his experiences 
during the war. 
Ann Bernatitus was assigned to duty in the Philippines in 1940, and she started working at 
Canacao Hospital in Cavite Navy Yard in July of that year, about three months before my 
grandfather arrived. At that time, she was twenty-eight years old and had been in the Navy Nurse 
Corps for four years. After the attack on Cavite Navy Yard, she was sent to Sternberg Hospital in 
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Manila with my grandfather and other members of the medical unit, then to Hospital Number 1 at 
Camp Limay in Bataan, and finally to Corregidor. She was part of the last group of “Angels of 
Bataan and Corregidor” to be evacuated from “The Rock” aboard the USS Spearfish, and she was 
the only Navy nurse stationed there to evade capture. In the following excerpt (Kuehn and 
Giangrego, 2008), she remembers those days, including a humorous operating-room conversation 
she had with my grandfather in which she made an unusual request: 
. . . And why did I get picked to go to Bataan? Only for one reason. When he [General 
MacArthur] declared Manila an open city, they were sending surgeons out to Bataan. They 
weren’t picking general medical men. The fact that I had been Dr. [Carey] Smith’s ward 
nurse and I had a background in operating rooms, he picked me. Anyway, the convoy took off 
for Bataan. There were twenty-four Army nurses, twenty-five Filipino nurses, and me―the 
one Navy nurse. . . . The first few days I was assigned ward duty, but this was changed and I 
was reassigned to the operating room. You know, they really left me alone. I only worked 
when Dr. Smith worked. He was the one who took care of me. The Army nurses didn’t 
bother me. Everyone was involved in setting up the hospital. All the supplies and equipment 
were crated and stored in the warehouse on the beach. The crates were neither marked nor 
stored as units, so the Navy crates had to be opened before you found the items for your 
particular unit. I recall a crate being opened and in it were surgical gowns wrapped in 
newspapers dated 1917. . . . Every operating table would be filled. They would come in from 
the field all dirty. You did what you could. There were lice; I kept my hair covered all the 
time. He [Smith] did a lot of leg amputations because we had a lot of gas gangrene out there. 
I remember one patient we were operating on. Dr. Smith didn’t want to sew him back up. He 
had died. I remember telling him that I didn’t want him to do that if anything happened to me. 
He said, “I’ll sew him up just to shut you up.” . . . On April 8, we [the nurses] were 
transferred to Corregidor. That’s when the front lines collapsed. About 8 o’clock they told us 
to take what we had―and we didn’t have much―and put us on buses. I left Dr. Smith and 
Dr. Fraleigh there. Later on, Dr. Smith showed up on Corregidor; Dr. Fraleigh didn’t. . . . 
When we got to Corregidor I don’t think the people there knew we were coming because that 
night we had to sleep two in a bunk. . . . I was less scared on Bataan than I was on 
Corregidor. When the Japanese bombed, the whole place just shook. We were in the tunnel 
which ran . . . straight through [Malinta Hill] and the laterals went off it. . . . I didn’t do much 
work when I got to Corregidor because I had dysentery. Of course, the Army was in charge, 
so Dr. Smith wasn’t working either. I remember only doing one amputation with him. It was 
not a clean tunnel. It was just rock. . . . On May 3, we were evacuated from Corregidor. I 
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don’t know how I was picked. . . . Your name was called and you stepped out of the crowd, 
because everybody was gathered around to see this. [Major General Jonathan] Wainwright 
shook [my] hand and wished [me] Godspeed and he said, “Tell them how it is out here.” And 
then I got in a car and they took us out of the tunnel down to the dock. It was pitch-black. 
When we got down there, we got on a boat that was even smaller than the one that took us to 
Corregidor. Then we shoved off. We had to go through our own minefields to get to the 
submarine [for the 17-day journey to Australia]. (pp. 41-56)
A Book and Film Related to World War II in the Philippines 
The film They W ere Expendable, directed by John Ford and starring Robert Montgomery and John 
Wayne, was made immediately after the end of the war and released in December 1945. It was 
based on the 1942 bestseller of the same name by William L. White. The book, written in the form 
of a long dialogue with four voices, tells the story of Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron Three in the 
Philippines in 1941 and 1942. The men―Lieutenant John Bulkeley, the Squadron Commander, 
Lieutenant Robert Kelly, one of his skippers, and Ensigns Anthony Akers and George Cox―recount 
their exploits, beginning with the tense days before the attack on Pearl Harbor, through their efforts 
to prove the worth of the relatively small (23 meter), but highly maneuverable, PT boats in combat 
and their dramatic role in evacuating General Douglas MacArthur, his family, and a group of VIPs 
from Corregidor in March 1942, and ending with their own evacuation from the Philippines on one of 
the last planes out before the fall.
Another piece of family lore held that the character of “Doc” (played by Jack Pennick) in the 
film was based on my grandfather. This character appeared in a couple of scenes near the beginning 
of the film, and in the first one, he was getting emotional at a farewell party being held at the 
officers’ club in his honor to mark his retirement from the Navy after thirty years of service, a 
retirement which was immediately delayed by the announcement of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
There was also another doctor in the film, who was working as a surgeon in the hospital in 
the Malinta Tunnel on Corregidor. This character was known only as “Army Doctor” (played by 
Vernon Steele), and he appeared in a couple of scenes in the middle of the film. He and the patients 
he was operating on served mainly as a foil for Sandy, the young nurse who was the romantic 
interest of Rusty Ryan, the character based on Lieutenant Kelly and played by John Wayne. We 
would hear bombs exploding in the background and see the doctor wash his hands and begin to 
operate on a patient. When one operation was finished, he would wash his hands and get ready to 
begin operating on the next patient, with Sandy calmly helping him all the while. 
After watching the film, my impression was that both of these doctors had similarities with 
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my grandfather, as well as differences, and were probably fictionalized composites of all the military 
doctors that the scriptwriter either knew or had heard about over there. Certainly, “Doc” was fairly 
close to my grandfather in age, and the scenes of the “Army Doctor” performing one operation after 
another without a break matched episodes in my grandfather’s story, and since watching the film, I 
have always wondered if my grandfather knew the doctor who treated Lieutenant Kelly’s injured 
hand. 
A Trip to the Philippines
Manila is a five-hour flight from Tokyo. From late February to early March 2013, we made a trip to 
Luzon, the main island in the archipelago, and spent four days touring sites related to my 
grandfather’s story in World War II. Having heard about the horrendous traffic jams in Manila, we 
decided to hire a driver to take us to the various places we wanted to see. When we got there, we 
found that the traffic in the city was every bit as bad as we had heard―roads are shared by many 
forms of transport, including buses, trucks, private cars, and the colorful local jeepneys, all crowded 
closely together, and horns are used frequently―and we did not regret the decision not to rent a car 
or to use public transportation.    
While in Manila, we stayed in Malate, an area south of the Pasig River near Manila Bay, 
where many hotels and restaurants are located. It is a very lively area with an atmosphere of old 
Manila, but poverty is evident in the many beggars we saw on the streets. Because of this, it was 
perhaps not such a surprise to see so many security guards posted at the entrances to businesses, 
including the nearby enclosed shopping mall. 
The first stop on Day 1 of our tour was Makati, the upscale business and residential area of 
the city, to pay our respects at Manila American Cemetery and Memorial. It was dedicated on 
December 8, 1960, and is the largest of the sites around the world operated by the American Battle 
Monuments Commission, an agency of the US government which maintains 24 cemeteries and 25 
memorials, monuments, and markers in 15 countries. The memorial covers 152 acres of beautifully 
manicured grass and trees on a hill surrounded by new and ever-higher buildings. The 17,097 
headstones are arranged in concentric circles around the central Memorial and Mall, and 36,286 
names are listed on the Wall of the Missing, including a relative of our driver/guide.
Because my grandfather was held as a prisoner of war in Manila, our second, third, and 
fourth stops that day were at places where prisoners were held: New Bilibid Prison, the University 
of Santo Tomas, and Old Bilibid Prison (now known as Manila City Jail). The travel agency was 
somewhat reluctant to include the prisons in our itinerary, these not being usual places for tourists 
to visit, but they finally agreed to have our driver take us to both of them. 
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New Bilibid Prison is located in Muntinlupa, the southernmost city in the Philippine National 
Capital Region (Metro Manila). Construction on the New Bilibid Prison was begun in 1936, and in 
1940, the prisoners and equipment at Old Bilibid were relocated to the new site. We arrived in the 
late morning with the intention of taking only a few photographs in front of the gate, but two overly-
enthusiastic members of the prison guard staff who spoke some English offered to show us around. 
They explained that the prison had four areas: reception (for new inmates), minimum security (for 
prisoners with only one year left to serve), medium security (for prisoners with sentences up to 
twenty years), and maximum security (for prisoners serving sentences of twenty-one years to life). 
We saw the small prison museum, which contained a model of the original buildings surrounded by a 
high wall and now used as the maximum security section, a collection of old photographs, a display 
of clothing worn by prisoners at various times in history20, a display of homemade weapons that had 
been confiscated from the inmates, and an old electric chair which had been used for executions 
from 1926 until 1976. The Philippines has changed its laws about capital punishment several times in 
the last thirty years: It was abolished in 1987, reintroduced in 1993, and re-abolished in 2006. After 
visiting the museum, we toured the small building nearby where prisoners were executed by lethal 
injection from 1993 until 2006, then we were taken on a drive to see other parts of the compound, 
such as the medium security area. During World War II, some of the Americans and Filipinos who 
survived the Death March were interned in New Bilibid Prison, and after the war, Tomoyuki 
Yamashita, the commander of the Imperial Japanese 14th Area Army in the Philippines from 
October 1944, was held there during his trial for war crimes.  
The next two stops were in a part of Manila north of the Pasig River. The University of Santo 
Tomas, a private, Roman Catholic university founded in 1611, is the oldest university not only in the 
Philippines, but all of Asia. The original campus was in Intramuros, but in 1927, the university 
moved to its current location in Sampaloc. The campus is a lovely place, as befits a prestigious 
university, and I chatted with some friendly students who were relaxing in the park-like courtyard 
during their break between classes. During the Japanese occupation of Manila from 1942 to 1945, 
this campus was used as an internment camp for over four thousand civilians, including males and 
females of all ages, mostly American and British, and from many walks of life; it was also the camp 
where US Army and Navy nurses captured on Bataan and Corregidor were held. Old Bilibid Prison 
(now known as Manila City Jail) is just a few minutes’ drive from the University of Santo Tomas, but 
a world away in atmosphere. It was built by the Spanish in 1865 as a correctional jail and military 
prison. Though the bulk of the prison population in the Manila area is held at New Bilibid Prison in 
Muntinlupa, the downtown Manila City Jail is still in use, and it houses several thousand inmates. 
20 Prisoners now wear tee-shirts in different colors for each level of security. 
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The outer wall of the prison is now completely surrounded by shanties and the small stalls of the old 
bazaar and is not visible from the main street (Quezon Blvd.). In order to see the gate of the place 
where my grandfather spent his time as a POW in the Philippines, our driver had to take us down 
some narrow, twisting alleys, and after taking some photographs there, we had no desire to linger. 
According to a Military Intelligence Division Report dated September 20, 1944, on the Mansell web 
site, Old Bilibid Prison was first used as a transfer center for POWs, then as a POW hospital, which 
would explain the reason my grandfather spent his entire stay there. 
The last stop for the day was Intramuros, the historic heart of the city, where we found 
calesas with ponies waiting to take tourists for rides. We admired the carved wooden doors and the 
stone lions at San Agustin Church, which was consecrated in 1607 and has been a UNESCO World 
Heritage site since 1993. The tomb of Miguel López de Legaspi, first Governor-General of the 
Spanish East Indies, is in the church. At neighboring Fort Santiago, with its strategic location at the 
mouth of the Pasig River, we made a literary pilgrimage to the Rizal Shrine Museum, where we 
found displays of items owned by Dr. José Rizal, the ophthalmologist, polyglot, writer, artist, and 
national hero of the late Spanish colonial period. During World War II, this area was the scene of 
very heavy fighting during the final Battle of Manila from 3 February to 3 March 1945. By the end, 
the shelling had damaged the stone ramparts of the old fort, and Saint Agustin Church was the only 
building left standing in Intramuros21.   　 
On Day 2, we made a day trip to Corregidor. The ferry from the harbor in Manila to “The 
Rock” takes about ninety minutes each way. Most of the people on our ferry were local Filipinos 
enjoying a day out, but there were also a few foreign tourists among the passengers who were 
either history buffs or the children or grandchildren of veterans, such as me. There was a TV 
monitor in the cabin, and after boarding, they showed historical footage from World War II. I 
watched and listened intently to this to prepare myself for what I would be seeing that day, but I 
could not help noticing that the young Filipino men and women sitting in front of me chatted 
merrily, put on makeup, fixed their hair, took photos, used their cell phones, and totally ignored the 
video. (And on the return trip, these same young people were absolutely quiet as they slept through 
the feature film that was shown.) 
Once we reached the island, the passengers were assigned to open buses (called tramvias) by 
language. On Tramvia No. 6, our guide spoke mostly Tagalog and English, but he added some 
Japanese explanations for the three other tourists from Japan. Before the tour started, I introduced 
21 According to estimates, 38,000 American and Filipino troops and 17,000 Japanese troops took part in the 
Battle of Manila. The re-taking of the city led to the worst urban fighting of the Pacific theater and the 
deaths of 100,000 Filipino civilians.  
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myself to the guide and explained the reason for my visit. During the tour, he wove my grandfather’s 
story into his commentary, and he was kind enough to point out places that would be of special 
interest to me, such as the North Exit from the Malinta Tunnel system, which led to the hospital 
lateral. In his manuscript, my grandfather had mentioned that at night, hospital personnel would 
sometimes step outside the tunnel “for a little fresh air and a smoke,” and I felt goose bumps when 
we passed this area. 
The tramvias took us around the island, stopping at sights along the way that could be seen 
from the road. Fort Mills was considered “a great bastion” in its day, and the big guns that we saw 
at Batteries Way, Hearn, and Geary, for example, were most impressive. The island proved to be 
vulnerable to air power, however, and it also suffered from the serious weakness of having no good 
source of fresh water. As we drove around, we saw monkeys and a variety of birds, and in a 
concrete bunker, there were two of the biggest geckos I have ever seen. The vegetation was all 
burned off in the battles, but it was replanted in the 1950s, and the island is again covered with lush 
green. 
Before my visit, I had no real idea of the scale of things on Corregidor. It came as a surprise 
to see the geography of the island, which really does look like a tadpole, the layout of the fort, the 
number of guns, the living accommodations and recreational facilities for the men and their families 
who were stationed there, and the size and extent of the famous Malinta Tunnel system. It was like 
a small town with all of the amenities. Structures on the island were badly damaged in the Battle of 
Corregidor in 1942, and in 1945, when the US re-took the island, the tunnel system was destroyed 
from the inside. The main tunnel has since been cleared, and we were able to walk through it from 
the East Entrance to the West Entrance and see light-and-sound shows with commentary in the 
entrances to some of the laterals. 
The tour ended with stops at the Pacific War Memorial, whose open-topped dome was 
designed to exactly catch the light of the sun on May 6, the anniversary of the fall of Corregidor, 
and the Pacific War Memorial Museum, where we learned that Corregidor had been sadly neglected 
in the years immediately following World War II. As the plant life grew back, bunkers and 
installations were overgrown, roads were washed away in storms, and looters took pieces of metal 
to sell to scrap-iron dealers in Manila, but in 1953, a commission was finally formed to build a war 
memorial on the island. The American memorial was completed in 1968, and over the years, other 
markers and both Philippine and Japanese memorials were added. Since 1989, the island has been 
overseen by the Corregidor Foundation, a non-stock, non-profit corporation organized by the 
Department of Tourism and the Philippine Tourism Authority, whose mission, according to their 
web site, is to “maintain and preserve war relics on Corregidor Island and manage the development 
of its potential as an international and local tourist destination.” Funding is always an issue, and in 
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recent years, as the number of World War II veterans has dwindled and donations have decreased, 
they have not been able to keep the water features around the memorial full. 
After our tour, while we waited at the dock to board the ferry for the trip back to Manila, 
there was time to see the monument to “The Angels of Bataan and Corregidor”―the US Army and 
Navy nurses and the Philippine nurses who worked so hard during the campaigns―and I found the 
name of Ensign Ann A. Bernatitus. 
On Day 3, we headed for the Bataan Peninsula, and we stopped to see the Hell Ship Memorial 
at Subic Bay along the way. The next morning, Day 4, our tour began in Bagac at one of the two 
Zero Kilometer Markers for the Death March (the other is in Mariveles), and we stopped for 
photographs at the Philippine-Japanese Friendship Tower (built in 1975) and the Flaming Sword of 
Pilar (built in 1967), at the intersection where the two groups of Death March prisoners met and 
continued their sorry journey to Tarlac. The most important stop that day was The Shrine of Valor 
at Mount Samat, the scene of some of the heaviest fighting during the Bataan campaign. This 
monument was completed in 1970. It consists of a Colonnade with an altar backed by an impressive 
stained glass mural, a museum, and an area where annual ceremonies are held; there is also a 
ninety-two meter Memorial Cross made of steel and reinforced concrete on the top of the mountain. 
In the museum, I was most interested in the collection of historic photographs, particularly the one 
showing Death March prisoners in front of New Bilibid Prison with the caption “Internees were 
transferred to Muntinlupa Prison Camp.” The steps on the path that zigzags up the slope to the 
cross were made of “bloodstones,” a type of beige stone with large patches of red which had been 
brought from Corregidor. We rode up in the small elevator in the Memorial Cross to the gallery in 
the arms of the cross to see the view of the surrounding area. To the north, on the coast, we could 
see the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant, which was completed in 1984 during the Marcos era, but 
never put into use because its location near a fault line and an active volcano made its safety 
questionable. It is now a tourist attraction. In her commentary, our guide referred to the body of 
water that we could see in the distance by two names: South China Sea and West Philippine Sea. 
When I asked her about it, she explained that the Philippines had decided to re-name the sea due to 
its dispute with neighboring countries over control of the Spratly Islands22. The last place we visited 
was the Surrender Site and Memorial under a large mango tree on the grounds of Balanga 
Elementary School. It consists of life-size statues of a group of men sitting around a table on which 
22 Six nations (Brunei, China, Malaysia, Taiwan, Vietnam, and the Philippines) now lay claim to all or part 
of the Spratly Islands（南沙諸島）. The issues at stake include rights to fishing areas around the islands, 
rights to possible oil and natural gas reserves under the water, and control of shipping lanes. On the 
locally-produced map of Bataan that we purchased there, it was called the West Philippine Sea. 
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is placed the instrument of surrender; the statue of Major General Edward P. King with his fingers 
touching his forehead is especially poignant. Although it was a Sunday afternoon, there were pupils 
at the school practicing sports, and I spent a few minutes chatting with some girls who were in the 
sixth grade. 
The parts of Bataan that we drove through were largely rural and agricultural, with small 
towns or villages surrounded by rice paddies, fields of vegetables, and groves of mango trees. In one 
case, I saw a rice paddy being plowed by a small tractor, but mostly, the farmers were using hand 
plows pulled by carabao (water buffalo). It was hard to imagine that 70 years ago, this lovely and 
peaceful area was the scene of such fierce fighting and tragic events. 
Afterword
This visit to the Philippines was accompanied by a feeling of déjà vu: The palm trees and the 
Spanish place names reminded me very much of Southern California, a place I used to live that was 
also at one time a colony of Spain. We had first planned to make the trip back in the 1980s, but that 
was a period of unrest in the country. It was the end of the Marcos era, around the time of the 
assassination of Ninoy Aquino, and the president of the college where I was working strongly 
discouraged us from going. It was for our own safety, and because the college had connections with 
other schools and colleges in the Philippines, I am sure that the president was a better judge of the 
situation than we were. My biggest regret about not making that trip, though, is the fact that my 
grandfather was still alive at that time, and he would have been able to answer the many questions 
that I have about his experiences. 
My grandfather never returned to the Philippines, or to any of the other places he was during 
the war, but he would be pleased, I think, with the way the memorials on Bataan and Corregidor 
have been organized. He would also be pleased to know that the rattan furniture that he purchased 
in Manila and shipped to the US in October 1941 is still in use somewhere in the extended family.  
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